Protein A linked latex antisera test for detection of infectious flacherie of silkworm, Bombyx mori L. caused by B. mori infectious flacherie virus.
Protein A linked latex antisera (PALLAS) test was used for detection of B. mori infectious flacherie virus (BmIFV) in silkworms. The test was found superior to direct latex agglutination (DLA) test for detection of BmIFV in infected larval and faecal matter extracts and purified preparations. Latex beads sensitized with anti-BmIFV IgG were able to detect up to 75 ng/ml BmIFV in PALLAS test and 300 ng/ml in DLA test. BmIFV was detected in diluted extracts of infected larvae (up to 1:200) and their faecal matter (up to 1:500). BmIFV progressive infection was detected at 12 and 24 hr of post infection in PALLAS and DLA tests, respectively in both larval and faecal matter extracts. PALLAS tests provides a simple, specific and highly sensitive test for detection of infectious flacherie virus.